Comparison of different tests assessing neurosensory disturbances after bilateral sagittal split osteotomy.
Different methods of assessing functional impairment of the inferior alveolar nerve after sagittal split osteotomy were compared with subjective reports. Thirty patients were tested preoperatively as well as after four days, three weeks, three months, six months, and one year of follow up. All the patients underwent bilateral mandibular ramus sagittal split osteotomy. The sensation of the mandibular teeth was assessed by an electric vitality scanner. Other neurosensory assessments included light touch, two-point discrimination, tactile discrimination, and thermal discrimination. It was shown that electric sensibility-testing of mandibular teeth is a useful method for evaluating neurosensory disturbance after sagittal split osteotomy, and it correlated even better with the patient's subjective evaluation than the other tests used in this study.